This special issue of the Multimedia Systems Journal highlights some of the recent cutting-edge research on multimedia computing and networking. We present five papers that were chosen for publication from papers that were presented at the 12th Annual Multimedia Computing and Networking (MMCN 2005) We then invited the authors of 12 papers that received exceptional ratings from the MMCN Program Committee to submit an expanded manuscript to this special issue. We stipulated that the authors should submit a version of archival caliber containing at least 30% new and unpublished content. The submission should also address any concerns expressed by the MMCN Program Committee as well as the conference participants. These submissions were reviewed and manuscripts that received a rating of at least "accept with minor reviews" were accepted for publication in this special issue. Authors whose manuscripts required significant revisions were encouraged to resubmit their work to the regular submission process. We present the following papers for your perusal:
We would like to thank all the authors for choosing Multimedia Systems Journal as a potential venue to highlight their work. We hope that you will find the published invited papers interesting.
Best regards,

Surendar Chandra and Nalini Venkatasubramanian
Editor-in-Chief
